
SENATE 

I 

FlRSTDAY. ' 

Senate Chamber, l 
Austin, April 16, 1888. f 

The Senate met in special session pur­
suant to a call of Govemor Ross, at 12 
o'clock, m. 

Lieutenant Governor Wheeler in the 
cha.ii-. . 

1 
~-~he roll wa8-called. and the follow-
u.ag members answered to their names : 

District 1-W. L. Dougl&88. 
District ~. B. Garrison. 
District 4-W. T. Armistead. 
District 6-:-J. L Camp. 
District. 7-A. W. Gregg. 
District 8-W. W. Davis, 

. District 10-Joo.•M. Claiborne 
District 11-John Woods · 
District 12-H, Knittle. ' 
District 18-J. Lane. 
District 14.-Seott Field. 
District 15-E J. Simkins. 
District 16-J. 0. Terrell. 
District 17-Willlam Allen 

• .. District 18-E, G. Douglas~. 
•,Distr!ct 19-Temple Houston. 

District 20-J. J. Jarvis. 
District 21-B. C. Upshaw. 
District 22-W. 8. Baker 
District 23-C. K: Bell. · . 
Di•trict 24-Geor~e W. Glassoock 
District 25-W. H. Burges. · 
District 26-W. H. Woodward 
.l>!str?ct 27-T. E. Macmanus. · 
l>.1stnct 28-R. H. Burney. 
District 30-L. N. Frank 
District 81-H. D. McDo~ald. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. 

Smoot, Chaplain of the Senate. 

The Governor's proclamation was 
.read, as follows: 

JOURNAL. 

PROCLAMATIOS 

BY THE GOVERNOR OF TBB STATE 

OF TEXAS. 

' To all to whom these presents shall 
come: Whereas, 'l'here is now in th& 
State Treasury a larger amount of 
money than is required for the econ­
omical administration of the Govern­
ment; and the near completion of th& 
State Capitol building requires that it 
should be inspepted by representatives. 
of the people with a view to its ac­
ceptance or rejection, and if ac­
~pted the proper provisions ma.de for 
its occupancy; and there is an impera­
tive public necessity for the amend· 
ment of the tax laws, PO that if found 
practicahle the burden of taxation 
may be li!{hten~ from the people; and 
as the State is mdebted for 11ervices of 
school teachers of the public schools 
to an extent which jlreatly iwp~ 
their usefulness, and which requires 
such amendment of the school law as 
way most conduce to the effectiveness 
of our system of public education~ 
and Conirress ha.s now before it an act 
looking to the permanent settlement 
of the disputed claim of our State to 
Greer County, which, if it becomes a 
law, will necessitate prompt legisla­
tive action; and these several matters 
a.re of such grave importance and gen­
eral interest as to create an emergency 
necessitating the convening of the 
Twentieth Legislature in epecial ses­
session; 

Now, therefore, I, L. 8. Ross, Gov­
ernor of Texas, do hereby i~sue this 
wy proclamation convening the Twen­
tieth Legislature to meet in their re­
spective halls, in the City of Austin 
on Monday the 16th day of April, A'. 
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D. 1888, in special session, and do ~ere­
by de.ignate the following as subJects 
of legislation, to wit: . . 

1. To provide for the proper d1st~1-
bution of the ~nrplu;; moneys now .m 
the trea·ury, by necessary appropria-
tion". 

2. To inspect and make such pro· 
vision fur furnishing and preserving 
the new capitol as may be deemed 
proper, for putting the capi~ol 
grounds in conditiou, and to determme 
what di;;position shall be made of 
other State property at the seat of 
government. 

3. To make t:<"<'h changes in the law11 
relating to taxation and reveuue as 
may seem most conson~nt with ~he 
intere;;t" of the people, with the view 
of a more uniform and ju~t as~essment 
and C'ertain collection; aud a considera­
tion of the advisability of reducing the 
present tax rate. 

4. To make such alteration in the 
present law regarding the public edu­
cation of the youth of our State as 
may be found necessary, and appro­
priations to pay any indebtedness that 
may have accrui>d by rea~on thereof; 
to make appropriations for our various 
charitable institutions requisite to 
their more extended usefulne~s and 
betterment; and for a geological sur­
vey of the State, if demanded by 11:en­
eral public interest. 

5. To make such changes in subdi­
vision 24 of article 566, Revised Stat­
utes, as amended by act of March 23, 
A. D. 1887, as may be deemed wise and 
expedient to meet the increased de­
mands of the agricultural interest of 
the State. 

6. To make such provision as may 
be necessary for co-operation with the 
United States government in the set­
tlement of the boundary of that por­
tion of the State embracing Greer 
county. 

Done at the Executive Office, in the 
City of Austin, this the 31st day of 
March. A. D. 1888, and in the Yt ar of 
our independence the fifty third. 

L. S. Ross, 
Governor of TAxas. 

By the Governor: 
J. M. MOORE, 

Secr.itary of State. 

LIEUT. GOV. WHBELER 

Presirlent of the Senate. then delivered 
the following address: · 

Gentlemen of the Senate: 
It is with great pleasure that I meet 

you under such auspicious circum­
stances. 

In almost everv in~tance extra ses­
sions of the Jegisiature are caused by 
deficienr·y iu 1:1ppropriationl', financial 
depression, or a great public calamity. 
I am gratified that I aw able to state 
that no such cause bas brought about 
this extra session. 

You, and the pAople you rPpresent, 
are to be cougratulated on the finan­
cial condition of this great common­
wealth. 

·while other states are perplexed by 
finaucial embarra~~ments and the 
people being opprt-ssed by onerous 
taxes, our state, with a very low 
rate of taxation. has money 
enough in her treasury to pay 
every jucst claim agaim,t her. and leave 
a large surplu; to be retained in the 
treasury to pay current expenses. or to 
be disbursed by sueh appropriations 
as justice, wisdom and patriotbw may 
indicate. 

While your work is prescribP,d by the 
proclamation of the executive, it is al­
most irnpo~sible to exaggerate its hn­
portance, and to perform it properly 
will take much careful thoul!bt and 
arduous labor. But your past conduct 
as lt>gislatorll ~s an earne:st to the peo­
ple that your work will be faithfully, 
honestly and patriotically pt-rformed. 

Some persons have intimated that 
much money will be ~quandered at 
this extra session. Such persons have 
certainly forgotten that it was the 
wise and efficieut legislation of the 
Twent-ieth legi~lature, at Hs regular 
session, to which we are greatly in­
debted. for the state's healthy finan­
cial conrlition. 'l'he past conduct of 
this legislature should satisfy all par· 
ties th1tt, wl.Jile it will be sure to pay 
all debt... which are just and due, it 
will uot squander the people's money 
by paying unjust claims, or in making 
extravagant or unnecessary appropri­
ations. 

All can rest assured that every mem­
ber fully realizes that he is the ai.tent 
of the people, having control of this 
money as a trust fuud. aud that not 
one cent of it will be used except to 
pay honest <lebts, su~taiu the institu· 
tions of the state, and only for ~uch 
other purposes as will add to the 
state's greatness and prosperity. I be· 
lieve that the love of Texas, and a de· 
sire to serve her and her people faith­
fully will be the para1uouut purpose, 
which will control every member in 
alrof your deliberations-a11d there 
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need be no apprehenaioo about the re­
sult11 of vour legislation. 

From past association with you, I 
have a certfl.lnty that my wishes will 
be rea.ll~d when I say I hope that 
you may have a pleasant and harmo­
nious ses .. ion. 

In cooclusioo. , permit me to ask. 
that you aid me in this, as you did at 
the regul11or Sel!Bion. I can assure you 

, that mi highest ambition in filling 
this position is to make an efficient, 
impartial presiding officer. Without 
your aid I fear that I ORD not perform 
the duties as may be demanded. With 
your &&sistance, 1 hope to do my duty 
to each senator and aid y<>ur body in 
the proper despatch of its business. 

SBNATOR TBRRKLL 

Offered the following rePolution: 
Whereat', since the adjournment of 

the regular se•sion of the Twentieth 
Senate, R. H. Harrison, senator from 
the Twenty-second District, has re· 
signed, and W. S. Baker has been 
elected in his stead, therefore. be it 

Resolved, That said W. S. Baker be 
invited to approach the president's 
stand and take the oath of offioe. 

Adopted. 

SKNATORW.S.BAK~R 

Came forward and was administered 
the oath of office. 

On motion of Senator Gre~g. 
Senator Abercrombie was excused 

bn account of sickness indefinitely. 
On motion of Meoator Woods, 
-Senator Calhoun was excused till 

Wednesday. 
, On motion of Senator Terrell. 
Blmator Pope was excused till 

Wednesday. 
-"'"~The foUowin~ was laid before the 
61nate an<l read: 

·' 
AUSTIN, April 16, 1888. 

Hon. T. p. Wheeler, Lieutenant Governor and 
President of the Senate; , 
De_ILl' Sir-As I have, since the ad­

journment of the regular session 
of this Leg1B1ature; been appointed 
to the position of Assistant Su-

- perlntendent of the Penitentiary, 
and placed in charge of the State 
J>rison at Rusk, Texas. by his Excel· 
Iency Gov~rnor L. S. Ross. and have ac­
oepted the same, I hereby tender 
my resignation of the position of Sec­
retary of the Senate of the. Twentieth 
~lature, and in doing so, wish to 

return my thanks to your11elf and all 
the Senators for the uniform kindness 
and courtesy extended to myself, by 
you all, since I have occupied said 
position. 

Respectfully. 
WM. NEAL RAMKY, 

Secretary of the Senate. 

On mot~n of Senator Terrell, 
The resignation was accepted. 

SENATOR WOODS 

Offered the following resolution: 
Resolved. that the Senate of the 

special session of the Twentieth legis­
lature now proceed to elect a secre· 
tary. 

Adopted 

SKNATORS MACMANUS, CAMP AND 
ALLKN 

Were appointed tellers, and 
Nommations for secretary were de­

clared to be in order. 

SENATOR BKLL 

Nominated C. M. Boynton, the assist­
ant secretary, for the pol'ition of sec­
tary. 

A ballot being taken and 
Mr. Boynton having received twenty­
ftve votes, being every vote 
cast, be was declared duly and consti­
tutionally elected Secretary of the Sen­
ate, and came forward and was admin­
istered ihe oath of office. 

The following was laid before the 
Senate and read: • 

Senate Chamber, l 
Austin, April 16, 1888. f 

Honorable T, B. Wheeler, Presidem of the 
Senate: 

Bir-I hereby r88ign the position of 
First Assistant Secretary of the Sen~ 
ate, having been elected as its Beere· 
tary. 

C. M. BOYNTON. 

On motion of Senator Claiborne 
The resignation was accepted; 

SKNATOR BURNll:Y 

Offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, that the Senate now pro· 

ceed to the election of an Assistant 
Secretary. 

Adopted. . 
Nominations tor Assistant Secretary 

were then declared to be in order. 
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SENATOR GLASSCOCK SENATOR WOODS 

Nominated W. M. Hunter. 

SENATOR HOUSTON 

Nominated O. C. Fisher. 

SENATOR GARRISON 

Nominated W. E. Donley. 

SENA~'OR WOODS 

Nominated J. D. Roberdeau. 

offered the following resolution : 
Resolved That the President of the 

Senate do ~ow appoint a committee of 
three to inform the governor that the 
Senate of the special session of the 
Twentieth Le~islature is organized and 
rearly to receive any communication 
that he may see proper to submit. 

Adopted. 

SENATORS WOODS, WOODWARD AND 

BURGES 

A ballot was taken and resulted as Were appointed on said committee . 
. follows: 

FIRST BALLOT. 

W. M. Hunter receive 6 votes. 
0. C. Fishn received 1 vote. 
W. E. Donley received 11 votes. 
J. D. Roberdeau received G votes. 
E. M. Bacon received 2 votes. 
No one having received a majority 

of the votes cast a second ballot was 
ordered 

SENATOR M'DONALD 

Placed the name of E. M. Bacon in 
nomination. 

SECOND B~LLOT. 

W. E. Donley received 11 votes. 
J. D. Roberdeau received G votes. 
E. M. Bacon received 4 votes. 
W. M. Hunter received 3 votes. 
0. C. Fisher received 2 votes. 
No one having received a majority 

·of the votes cast, a third ballot was 
ordered. 

SENATOR GLASSCOCK 

Withdrew the name of W. M. Hunter. 

THIRD BALLOT. 

W. E. Donley received 14 votes. 
J. D. Roberdeau received 7 votes. 
E. M. Bacon received 4 votes. 
0. C. Fisher received 1 vote. 

W. E. Donley having received a ma­
jority of all the votes cast, was de­
clared duly elected first assistant 
secretary of the Senate and came for­
ward and was administered the oath 
of office. 

SENATOR BURNEY 

Offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, that the President do now 

appoint a committee of three to inform 
the House of Representatives that the 
Senate of the Twentieth Legislature, 
in special session assembled, is organ­
ized and ready to proceed to business. 

Adopted. 

SENATORS FIELD, SIMKINS AND 

LANE 

were appointed on said committee. 

SENATOR MACMANUS 

offered the following privileged resolu'­
tion: 

WherPas, On the fourth day of 
April, 1887, beinir the last day of the 
regular ~ession of the Legislature, cer­
tain members of the House of Repre­
sentatives thereof, assuming to speak 
for and in behalf of that body as well 
as for and in behalf of a minority of 
the Senate, prepared an addre>s to his 
excellency the governor, settinir forth 
their disapproval or the non-action of 
the body in tailing to respond to an al­
leged demand of constituents to have 
otber people's business conducted, by 
force of law, strictly in accordance 
with the views, interests, and wishes 
of their neighbors,; 
And' 

Whereas, Howeve.r unwarranted by 
law or m·a~es, and unprecedented in 
the history of parliamentary proceed­
ings, it may be for members of one 
branch of a legislative body to sit in 
judgment upon the acts of a co-ordi-
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nate branch, deriving its authority 
. from the same constitution, and a like 

free election of the people, to whom 
alone they are acc,ountable, a decent 
regs.rd for the opinions of even that 
small number of our constituents, who 
·are liable to be misled or deceived by 
the reckleBB assertions and unfounded 
and illogical statements of such self­
constituted tribunal, dem1mds, on the 
part of this body, an examination of 
the alleged grounds of complaint set 
forth in that address; therefore, 

Resolved, That a special committee 
of five members of the Senate be ap­
pointed to examine into and report 
upon the statements and comments 
of the addreSB to His Excellency, 
the Governor. dated· April 4, 1887, 
signed by· several members of the 
House of Representatives of this 
Legislature, and puporting to have 
been made in the name of that 
body and of a minority of this; and 
what, if any, action is necessary on 
the part of the Senate to maintain 
its rights and privileges ft.II constitu­
tional representatives of the people of 
the State of Texas. 

On motion of Senator Armiste~, 
The resolution was referred to the 

committee on asvlums. 

SENATOR BELL 

Oifered the following resolution: 
Be it resolved, by the Senate of the 

St&t.e of Texas, the Bouse of Repre­
sentatives concurring, that a special 
eommiitee of five seoat<M's and a like 
number ef representatives be ap­
pointed tq ca.refully examine the new 
ltate Capitol building, to ascertain 
111> fa.r as is practicable whether the 
nme has been, and is being, con­
tiructed according to contract; 
~-&nd 
,. Be it further resolved, that said 
committee be authorized to send for 
penons and papers, and to put under 
oath any witness they may deem tt 

. proper to examine. 
On motion of Senator Lane, 
The resolution Wd.19 adopted. 
Senators Bell, McDonaJd, Davis, 

:Burges and Burney were appointed on 
ti.a committee. • 

The committee appointed to notify 
the governor that the Senate waa or­
ganized and ready for business report­
~ that duty pefformed. 

'lhe following meBBage was received 
tron the governor, read and ordered 
pri11ted in the tournal · 

Gentlemen of the Senate and HouRe of Rep­
resentatives: 
In convening vou upon this ex­

traordina.ry occasion, I welcome you 
to the Capital with a cordial greeting 
befitting those who, for the time being, 
are cha.rged with the law-making 
power of a commonwealth, that in a 
few short years has strul(!l;led up from 
a wilderness to a high plane of un­
challenged supremacy in financial 
standing, as the. only · State in the 
Union, while imposing only a nomi­
nal State tax, bas found it necessary, 
because of its vast resources, to con­
voke its law-makers to deal with a 
Treasury ti.lied to repletion. 

And, as you are called upon to con­
sider other subjects of the most0 funda­
mental character and of t.he deepe11t 
signitlcance, I desire to respectfully 
impress upon your minds my solemn 
convictions that the conclusions to be 
reached are of vast importance in 
guiding the destiny of the State, and 
that our material interests for years 
are inseparably bound up with the 
legislation now to follow. If ever 
there was a time in the history of our 
State when careful deliberation, sound 
bmoiness sense, and freedom from pas­
sions or local jealomies ooght to pre­
vail that time is now. 

Trusting that by harmonious, in­
telligent and patriotic efforts in the 
discharge of these important and ar­
duous duties, your labors may even­
tuate for the public good, and believ· 
ing that a favorable solution of many 
of the attendant dimculties is attain­
able. and if reached by you the peo· 
ple of your state will not withhold 
their applause or lasting 'P.'atitude. 

I have the honor to invite your at­
tention to the fact that there can be 
no question brought before you as the 
representatives of the people, of more 
consequence, orofdeeperconoern, than 
that relating to finance and the mone­
tary affairs of the State. 

It is a. proposition that affects every 
individual, and 'reaches to the very 
foundation of society. Taxation, 
therefore, is one of the most import­
ant powers to be exercised by any gov­
ernment, and there is scarely anything 
about which the citizen becomes so 
restive, and it should be most zealous­
ly gua.rded by a free people, as well as 
by the framers and executors of the 
law. 

It is conceded, too, as a cardinal 
principle that no more revenue ought 
to be collected from the people than 
the amount necessary to defray thee~· 
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pense~ of a wise, economical and effi­
cieu t adwinistratiou, because a.n un­
necessary surrlus in the treasury uot 
only impoverh;hes the people and pal­
sies the hand that must he depended 
upou to utilize and de,·elop our ma 
terial resource8, but it gives birth to 
extravagant ler.:islation; produl'es wild 
schemes or wanton and profme ex­
penditures and. beget8 ingenious ex­
pedient" to obtain public money, 
which too frequently l'Orrupts the 
purity of the public officials aud. 
caUH'>' the character of the govern­
ment to lose its charm with the 
masses. 

On the other hand while no man ean 
be more bPartily in favor of a wise 
econorny in expenditures than myself. 
and any effort in that direction will 
always have my earnest co operation 
and approval. 

I feel it my duty to urge upon your 
houorahle bodies, that while directing 
vour atteutiou to the enforeerneut of 
the most rigid. economy, yon should 
not he uumindful of the fact that the 
several <lepartmeuts of the govern­
lllt·llt cauonlv dotheir be,t with the 
meaus at their di,.po~al, allll cannot 
antieipate an appropriatou save to a 
limited exteut defined in the constitu· 
tiou. without violatiug the law, no 
matrer what the Pxigencies may be. 

As ever~· prudent busiue!'s man 
knows that the principle of paying as 
vou go i8 more in consonance with a 
'vise economy than to promise pay­
meut at a future time, it becomes im­
perath·e beyond the possibility of a 
mi"t" ke, that you should not hei<itate, 
or refuse on the affairs of the govern­
meur, suect>~sfully to place the neees· 
sarv •tJeans at their command with 
which to carrv on 1 he affairs of the 
government s'uccPssfully without ha, .. 
ing to come to subsequent legislatures 
with detlencies. 

Great :t8 this qut>stion of taxation is, 
and vital as 1t must be to the future 
destinies of our State. vet after all it is 
not the present State·"tax of twentv­
five et>nts upon the one hundred dol­
lars of property that is proving so 
onerous to taxpayers. And in looking 
to retrenchme11t you should bear in 
mind that it is not the rock which 
stands out boldly, giving warning to 
the mariner of dangt>r, against which 
the ship is wrecked. 

So, in l{OVernment it il! not that 
which the people see and understand 
which undermines the prosperity of 
the ~tate and. depletes the treasury, 
but the secret leak; the insiduous and 

unseen advance of extravagance 
hid<leu away in the complications of 
your state, county and municipal gov­
ernments, so as not to be visible to the 
public eye. 

Aud the law makers should not ex­
haust their spasm of reform at each 
recurring ses~ion by going iuto the 
several !:Hate departmeuts and cutting 
down the salaries of a few clerks, and 
while squabbling over the amount of 
the reduction spending in per diem 
and other contingent expense~ attend­
ing their work far wore than the sum 
saved amounts to. The people want 
a government a<1 economical as an 
efficient good goveruweut can be made, 
but they do not desire that efficiency 
in anv sen8e shall be sacrificed to a 
mistaken idea of economy, which saves 
a dime on one hand and sriuanders 
hundreds of dollars on the other. 

The wist' reform measure" enacted 
by you at the regular se~sion, which 
were designed to stimulate revenue 
officers to increased diligt>nce in the 
collPction and prompt remission of the 
public mo11eys, and which at first 
seemed 011erous to collectors and oth­
ers affected by them; givini.t rise to 
some remonstrance and complaint, 
were nevntheless fraught. with the 
most Fatisfactory results marking an 
era of radical financial reform-a par­
tial measure of which is attested by 
the plt>thoric condition of your State 
Tre11sury. 

Harl you done nothing else worthy 
of cowmPndatiou, this would emint>nt­
ly entitle you to the gratitude of the 
people. 

I way also add my congrutulations 
that there is no longer a complaint 
that the public money hi lodged and 
held in banks before reaching its firnil 
destination. 

And the biuhly satisfactory financial 
condition set forth in the comprehen­
sive and exhaustive report of the 
Comptroller of Public Accounts exhib­
its the proof. not alone of what has 
been arcowplished thm1 far by the effi 
ciency of collectors making the closest 
collections ever recorded, and the 
prosecution of delinquents by the Atr 
torney General's dPpartment, con­
ducted with a vigor and fearlessne!B 
to 1'e commendetl, but suggests tre 
possibilities awaiting us in a fuller de· 
velopment and perfection of these 1e­
form measures. 

And I suggest for your consideration, 
as a meritorious and proper subjeci of 
legislation, the better enforcement of 
the constitutional requirement 1hat 
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taxes shall be asseBBf'd by uniform and 
just roles, so that the public burden 
shall rest with equal weight upon 1111 
men with respect to the valuation of 
~roperty for the purpo~e~ of taxation. 
The constitution clearly demands that 
property shall be taxed at its true 
value; yet it is a notorious fact that. so 
fa.r as real estate is conceJ'llf'd, this 
provision of law Is almost universally 
disregarded, and the low and varying 
valuation brings a high and unequal 
rate pf taxes, to the detriment of the 
sman property holder whose posses· 
sions are generally as~essed nearer 
their true value for the purpose of 
sale or exchange. 

In this connection, your special at­
tention Is called to the report of the 
Comptroller, where mention is made of 
the large amount of money in banks 
escapinir taxation. and, it. way be 
added, in loans held by agents, in 
some instances for corporations and 
individuals reiliding outside of the 
State. 

And since your adjournment it has 
come to my knowledge that large 
stock'! of merchandise have been 
brought Into the :State after the 1st of 
January, and in a few months the 
:firms broke, and the goods were ab· 
eorbed by creditors, and no taxes 
could be collected. 

For the co-:rection of tht>se evils, I 
respectfully renew the rnggestions of 
my former -me~sa~e. These vast in­
terests pay nothing to the support of 
onr government. and yet tli_ey go into 
our courts and enforce their claims at 
the.expense of honest taxpayers, who 
are taxed unduly to supply the ma· 
cbinery of government for their be­
hoof and benefit, and, in 1;ome in­
stances. men thus evading the law 
have their children educated at the 
Jl'!;lblic sc}J:ools. for the maintenance of 
snich the poor man's small home and 
ha.rd eamings are taxed 

While we should gladly welcome the 
invf'stment of jlapital to aid our citi­
zens and further our industries, those 
who a-Vail themselves of the· facilitiPs 
of our laws should be forced to comply 
with their requirements. 

When my honorable predece~sor, 
who had administered the a.ft'airs of 
our state government for four yeani 
-With such fidelity to its interests and 
marked and lasting credit to himself, 
retired from the cares of office, and I 
was inducted'into the executive chair, 
there was a revenue balance in the 
treasury of $4,79, 704.82, but against 
that there was a deficiency to be pro-

vided for amountinl't' to $295, 775. 52, 
which reduced this surplus to $18'3,-
928.80, and the financial outlook was 
anything but cheering when I realized 
that the following demands upon the 
treasury would have to be speedily 
met. 

First, $148,000 for the current 
monthly operating expeutoes of the 
government, due in fifteen days; $102,-
794 for the necessary expenses of the 
le11:islature, and $100,000 which you 
wisely determined to appropriate for 
the immediate relief of our unfortu­
nate fellow citizens of the drouth dis­
trict. 

'l'o this extraordinary appropriation 
was added $18,000.00 for a special elec­
tion to test the sense of the peo­
ple on the adoption or rejection 
of the constitutional 1tmendments 
to be submitt.f'd; $50.000.00 for 
the establishment of a deaf and dumb 
asylum for the colored people, and 
$50,000.00 for a reformatory. And the 
embarrassment to my mind was great­
ly increased by your honorable bodies, 
enacting a law to suspend the forced 
collection of taxe~, which would have 
practically reduced revenue receipts to 
a minimum for at least four or six 
months. 

In view of this condition of our 
finances, while honoring· the purity of 
your motives and deeply sympathizing 
with the people in their monetary 
strin~ency, I felt. impelled by a !lense 
of duty to interpose my veto, believing 
it obvious that the intended relief 
would ultimately prove a disappoint­
ment to taxpayers by doubling their 
obligations at a time when, possibly, 
their ability for payment would not be 
increased by the delay, and in the 
meantime a temporary deficiency in­
jurious to the financial standing of the 
state would be inevitable. If· there­
fore, it has so happened that the 
present administration, without an 
increase in the pre-existing rate of 
taxation has been enabled largPly 
through the efficiency of your wise 
legislation to meet these current and 
extraordinary expenditures, and at 
this t.ime leave an unexpended cash 
balance in the treasury to the credit of 
the revenue account ·of $1.500,000.00, 
exclusive of the net indemnity claim 
recently received from tbe general 
government, amounting to $922,541.52, 
making a grand total of $2,422,541.52. 
it would seem to justify the claim that 
we have not only been reasonably 
economical in handling the public 
fonds, but the interests of the st11te 
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have been watched with care and 
fidelity. 

Aud the question of all questions 
that the people are asking to-day is, 
what disposition shall be made by you 
of this uunece~sary surplus? lu consid­
eration of the numerous requests and 
recommendations looking to the ex­
penditure of this public money, under 
very liberal and latitudinarian inter­
pretations de,;igned to convert the 
legislature into a clearing house for 
the indirect accomplishment of what 
the constitution forbids in a direct 
manner, by its appropriation for local 
or private enterprises. I trm.t you 
may rel'eive the inspiration of a com­
prehensive wisdom and prudence ex­
alted above selfishness, so that the 
greatest good may be realized to the 
largest number, and that you will be 
governed by a sense of justice, rather 
than generosity, in the disposition of 
this u10uey belonging to the tax pay­
ers of the State. It bad better be left 
in the treal'<ury than be squandered. 
It is essential before legislating upon 

this subject, that there should be a 
careful collation of facts. And in or­
der that you may be fully advised of 
the financial condition of the State, I 
refer you to the report of the Comp­
troller, which is replete with valuable 
information. 

'Vith no purpose or desire to ctirect 
a matter about which you have the ex­
clusive right of action, and of which 
you can best judge as the immediate 
representatives of your respective con­
stituencies, yet may I venture to sug 
gest. that my own view about the 
proper disposition of the cash surplus 
in the treasury is, first, to see that the 
people from whom it was derived in 
the shape or taxes shall become the di­
rect beneficiaries of a liberal share of 
it. And this brings up for considera­
tion a very serious and delicate ques· 
tion. If we were simply required to 
deter'mine from the estimated taxable 
values of the State what rate of taxa­
tion 1<hould be maintained to produce 
a revenue sufficient to meet the ascer­
tained operating expenses, based upon 
11eces~ary current expenditures and 
01.~t~tanding appropriations, the prop­
oslt10u would be of eai,y solution, but 
there are other matt·rial factors to be 
taken imo a.ccouut. 

Our 8tate is in a forwati ve con di· 
tion. Its property values are fluctu­
ating and subject to ~erious disasters. 

A_nd, in addition t<_> this, the receipts 
derived from taxation are not uni­
form during the year. 'fhe great 

bulk of it reaches the Treasury in 
December and January, and full one­
half of the year's expenditures exceed 
the receiptt;. So that to prevent a 
temporary embarassment, and to en­
able the Treas1'.ry to meet the lawful 
demands upon it, you must provide a 
sufficient margin to tide the govern­
meut over these months. This is the 
dictate of busiuess prudence, and the 
best statesmanship is but the most 
thorough colllmon sense in the ordi­
nary affairs of life, enlarged and ap­
plied to the business of the State. 

Besides, as the county and municipal 
leviesfor advalorew taxes are controlled 
by the rate of the State levy, and it is 
to be presumed that they only levy 
such amount as wili be actually neces­
i<ary to conduct the affairs of their 
county, city or town, it follows that a 
reduction in the State tax would tend 
to their serious embarassment. Now 
by reference to the Comptroller'~ 
statement, in answer to my inquiry on 
that subject, it will be observed that 
his estimate of a safe margin to meet 
this conr.ingency is $300,000.00, and his 
estimate of receipts from 1887 taxes for 
th~ current _year. as a!;\"ainst ·appropri­
at10us now m force, i,how an excess in 
receipts over disbursements, exclusive 
of the bR.lance on hand at the begin­
ning- of the fiscal year of only $298,-
699.59. 

To this we wight possibly add the 
sum of whatever collections might be 
made from back taxes. But financial 
estimates must be based upon the 
solid data of ascertained facts. 

'I'he imagination is a poor financier, 
and wholly without thrift or· relia­
bility. As this certa\n amount of 
money is indispensable to the exist­
ence of t.he government, the pertinent 
inquiry arises, how then shall we ex­
tend relief to to the tax payers without 
a reduction of the present tax rate to 
such an extent as would afford any 
appreciable benefit, and without, at 
the same time depleting the receipts 
below the requisite margin absolutelv 
neces~ary to enable the treasury at ail 
times to meet the just demands upon 
it. 

To this end I respectfully offer the 
following suggestions for your consid­
eration: 

Leave the rate of taxation as it now 
is, and as the total ad valorem taxes 
amouut to $1,626,103.24, you might set 
apart one third of this amount in the 
treasury frum the cash surplus, and di· 
rect, by enactment, the remission of 
that proportion of the ad valorem tax 
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.of ea.oh taxpayer when collections 
are made, commencing with Septem­
ber next. By· this means a distribu­
tion of this or such other proportion 
of the surplus as you deem just and 
wise, can be made to the whole peo­
ple, who are bei;t entitled to your 
favorable consideration in a disposal 
of this money, and by leaving this 
sum in the trea.sury to the credit of 
the revenue account., you simply an­
'ticipate the collections to that extent; 
save the state from the cost of its col­
lection, and take no risk of impairing 
its ability to operate upon a cash pay­
ing .basis. This. of course, may be 
considered a hardship upon collectors, 
as it would deprive them of that pro­
portion of the legitimate fees which 
they would otherwise receive unless 
you· see proper to protect them by a 
consideration of their claims. 

If by the time the Twenty-first 
Legislature assembles it should be 
ascertained that there was still a 
surpltls. by reason of the tax 
rate being · too high, they could 
again remit the overplus to the 
people, and then more advisedly 
ad.Just the tax levy to suit the re­
qmrements of the case. And the only 
loss to be sustained by the tax payers 
would result from the loss of the in­
terest on the excetos, if any. not re­
quired for the current expen!les of the 
government This would be too small 
to each citizen to be deemed objection­
able. 
· In support of the advisability of this 
suggestion, I call your attention to the 
fact that there will be a deficiency in 
outstanding appropriations for the ju­
diciary department, quarantine and 
other demands, estimated by the 
Comptroller to be $150,000. 

And the following bonds will become 
4'!1e as follows: · 
.• $200,000 6 per cents mature 1890. 

$4,67,000 7 per cents mature 1891. 
$65,000 6 per cents mature 1891. 

And no sinking fund has been cre­
ated to meet them. 

Four hundred and eighty three 
thousand five hundred dollars cif these 
bonds. belong to the public schools, 
university and the several asylums. 

I question the wisdom of paying 
tht-se latter bonds at their maturity, in 
view of the fact that they belong to 
these special funds, and as it is difficult 
to obtain a safe investment the money 
would probably remain for a time idle 
in the treasury, with a consequent loss 
of interest, whicp would fall upon the 
people in the end. But as $261,000.00 

of them are drawing 7 per cent inter­
est paid by the State, while it only re­
ceives 6 per cent from the counties, if 
not in contravention or the constitu­
tion they should be taken up at ma­
turity and a manuscript 6 per cent 
bond issued for the whole amount to 
equalize the rate of interest, and ob­
viate any possible objection from those 
who pay this difference and a.re in a 
measure unfriendly to the public 
school system. 

But $248,700.00 of the bonds out­
standing and soon to fall due belong 
to private parties and must be paid at 
m'uturity .. 

If, therefore, you do not disturb the 
present rate of taxation, we may 
safely calculate upon the excess of 
receipts over di11bursements to supply 
the government with the necessary 
fund to meet its obligations to these 
private C".editors, and this will leave 
you the present surplus in the treas­
ury, less the amount remitted to the 
tax-payers. to be disposed of in the 
payment of existing deficiencies on 
revenue account heretofore mentioned; 
adjust the state indebtedne11s to the 
University; increase the accommoda­
tions and efficiency of the asylums to 
the extent deemed advisable; makethe 
necessary additional appropriation to 
put the reformatory into speedy oper­
ation and maintain the inmates whom 
the law directs to be transferred from 
the penitentiaries to this institutioni· 
provide for an adequate geologies. 
survey of the state; furnish the capitol; 
spend a. sn111.ll :port.ion at least to put 
our state militia. upon a firmer basis; 
and for the erection of a modest monu­
mental shaft. at the eapitol, to be as 
durable as thA pyramids, in perpetua­
tion of the self-sacrificing valor and 
heroism of our Texas Mexican war and 
Confederate veterans, or such other 
meritorious claims as may commend 
themselves to your favorable con8i.der­
ation,'and finally, but by no means 
the least worthy of attention, may be 
mentioned for suitable reco~nition the 
just demands of .our public school 
teac!lers The probable excess of 
amount apportionf'd over receipts of 
available school fund on the first day 
of September, 1888, is believed to be 
$250.000. ' 

In times past it has been the custom 
when the State became embarrassed 
for lack of revenue to supply cur­
rent expenses, to appropriate with 
lavish hand such portion of the school 
fund as mi~ht be necessary to subserve 
its immediate demands, and to meet 
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the existing exigency, and now that 
the school fund is short and this pub­
lic intere~t is temporary crippled, there 
can be alleged no good reason why the 
general revenue fund should uot recip­
rocate the compliment from its supera· 
bun dance. 

This may be readily accomplished 
bv transferring as a loan from the 
revenue account to the school fund the 
amount of the existing deficiency for 
services of teachers. 

In order that you may have R p_ro~er 
undf'l·standing of the subjeet, I mv1te 
your car .. ful attention to the elabo· 
rate report of the supPrintendent of 
public iu~truction, which ~1~1braees the 
following complete expos1.t10n and ~x­
aminatiou of the educat10nal affairs 
of the state, both as relates to teach­
ers, scholars, property, amount and 
sources of revenue: 

"I have the houor to submit heri>­
with the following information. in 
response to your request of rec .. mt 
date: 

The amount of school fund appor­
tioned to the public schools for the 
scholastic year 1886-7, $2.362,226 25. 

The pro rata for the year was $4. 75. 
The excess of apportionment for 

1886-7 of receipts available school 
fund, $400,000. 

Amount of school fund apportioned 
for 1887-8, current year, $2,285,551.00 

Pro rata $4 50 for this year. 
Decrease in apportionment for for­

mer year, $76, 775.25. 
Probable exce~s of amount appor­

tioned over receipts of available school 
fund on the last day of September 
1888, $250,000. 

2. SCHOOLS MAH<TAINED FOR THE 
YEAR 1885-6. 

Counties, district-White 3,185; col­
ored 477. 

CouutiPs, community-White 3, 133; 
colored 1,li74. 

Citii>s-White 21i5; colored 96. 
Total-White 6.573; colored 2,147. 
Grand total,-8, 726. 

SCHOOLS MAINTAINED FOR THE YEAR 
1886-7. 

Counties, district-White 3,533; col­
ored 635. 

Countiel'l, community-White 3,080; 
colored 1,321. 

Cities-White 298; colored 120. 
Total-White 6,911; colored 2,076. 
Grand total-8,987. 
'l'otal in<>rea~e over former year 267, 

or about three per cent. 

3-AVKRAGK MONTHLY PAY OF TKACH·. 
ERS 1885-6. 

Counties-White $47. 70; colored $42.· 
05. 

Cities-White $69,32; colored $44.08. 
AVERAGE MO~THLY PAY OF TEACH· 

ERS 1886-7. 
Counties-White $43.27; colored $38.· 

65. 
Cities-White $69.32, colored $49.78. 
Average decrease in counties $3.96. 
Average increase in the citiPs $2.89. 

4. SCHOLASTIC POPIJL4TION FOR THE 
YEAR 1885-6. 

Counties-White, 287,483; colored, 
98,654. 

Cities-White, 4!l,254; colored, 17,-
287. 

Grand total, 452.(i78. 
SCHOLASTIC YEAR 1886-7. 

Counties-\Vhite, 308,346; colored, 
104 034. 

Cities-White, 56,607; colored, 20,-
808. 

Grand total, 489, 795. 
Increa~e over formn year in scholas­

tic population, 37, 117. 
5. PUPILS KNHOLLED IN SCHOOL, 

1885-6. 
Counties. district-White, 123,270; 

colored, 21, 764. 
Counties. community-White, 106,-

163; colored, 86,282. 
Cities-White, 40,028; colored, 15,-

814. 
Total-White, 279,461; colored, 123.-

860. 
Grand total, 403,321. 

PUPILS EJS"ROLLED IN 1886-7. 
Counties.district-White, 141,886;col­

ored, 27.399. 
Countie~,community-White, 109,503; 

colort>d, 68.173. 
Cities-White, 44.121;colored, 17,578. 
Total-White, 295,510; colored, 113,-

150. 
Grand total enrolled, 408,660. 
Total increase over former year, 

5,349. 
6. The annual increase in scholastic 

population is about five per cent. The 
apportionment for the current scho­
lastic year is le8s than that of last year 
by $76, 775.25. 

7. TEACHERS EMPLOYED FOR THE 
YF.AR 188/i-6. 

Countit>s-\Vhite, 6,823; colored, 
2,704. 

Cities-White, 831: colored, 222. 
Total-White. 7.624; colored, 2,926. 
Grand total number of teachers em-

ployed for the year 1885-6, 10,580. 
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TEACHERS EMPLOYED FOR THE YEAR 
. 1886-7. 

Countlet1-White, 7,308;colored. 2,665. 
Cities-White, 924; colored, 226. 
Total-White, 8,232; colored, 2,891, 
Grand total number of teachers em-

ployed in 1886-7, 11,125. 
Increase over previous years, 543. . 
The average school term of 1886-7 

was: For district, 4.138 schobls. 5 29 
months; for communities, 4,401 schools, 
f.87 months. · 

Average school term in counties, 
8,539 schools, 5.07 months; for town& 
and cities, 418 11chools. 7.92 months. 

o. H .• COOPER. 
Many serious evils in our public 

school system are quite apparent, 
even upon a superficial inspection, 
and which a profound study and in­
vestigation of this able report will only 
make more clear,· as the legitimate 
outgrowth of a disregard of those cor, 
rect principles which should direct the 
adw1nii,itration of this immense reve­
nue annually expended, and as the 
evils a.re growin~ more serious each 
succeeding year, is it not better to try 
some other remedy, even if it be but 
an experiment? It seems clear to my 
mind that the system of public educa­
tion, most especially with reference to 
its financial administration, needs 
careful revision, as serious abuses of 
the State's charity exists in many of 
the counties. 

Our constitution provides that no 
money shall be drawn from the treas­
ury but in pursuance of specific appro­
priation made by law. . 

By reference to our appropriation 
for public free schools for several years 
past it is a watter for grave question 
at least whether or not this pro"ision 
of the constitution has been strictly 
observed. These appropriations are 
~ost general and indefinite in their 
~rms and do not attempt to specify 
{be particular amounts to be expended 
by omcers charged with the adminis­
tration and disbursement of the funds. 
Po11iibly this may be necessitated by 
the peculiar conditions under which 
our available school fund is ·created, 
but if practicable it shold be obviated 
by legislative designation of the 
specific amount intended to be devoted 
to purposes of public education each 
year, as the teachers are employee of 
the dtate government. paid by it and 
should stand on the same footing as to 
paymeo t with other employees, and 
not as now made entirely independent 
of rules applicable to other public 
servant&. 

The most serious grievance in the 
administration or the public free school 
fund consists in the loose manner in 
which the funds are distributed and 
paid to the counties according to their 
scholastic population. Under the law, 
as it e:xi1.1ts, the Board of Education 
each year makes an apportionment of 
the annual available school fund 
among the counties and cities consti­
tuting separate school organizations, 
and issues to each & certificate for the 
respective amounts so apportioned. 
Upon this apportionment the Comp­
troller draws bis warrant in favor of 
any county tre&Burers, and these war­
rants are payable by county collectors, 
or at the State Treasury. The proper 
applications of the funds after they 
reach the counties is left exclusivelv 
with county officials, and no prac­
iical check is placed by law 
upon their discretion, nor is 
any department thereafter advised 
whether the funds have been prop­
erly applied to the porposes con­
templated by law or otherwise. This 
loose condition of legislation bas pre­
cipitated in some of the counties a 
very improvident administration of 
the funds and worked injustice not 
only to the State. but to the people of 
the counties. Large amounts are re­
ported unexpended each year, but the 
law makes n'.> provision for this con­
tingency. 

And these balances are nominally 
carried forward each year into the ac­
counts of another year, and accumu­
late from year to year, to the actual 
detriment of the people of the same 
county, for they derive no benefit from 
these unexpended balances. It is esti­
mated, from ·omcial de.ta on file with 
the Superintendent or Edueation, that 
about half a million of dollars is now 
outstanding in this way. This money 
is publie money and belongs to the 
people of the State, or of the particu· 
lar county. and yet It is valueless to 
either,. because it is not applied to the 
purpose or education, eVt'n in the par­
ticular county and the people of that 
county are required to pay their an­
nual taxes for all purposes, includin~ 
school purposes, as usual. In some in­
stances it is reported that these unex­
pended balances have been improperly 
used in private busioei-s ventures, 
while the omcers of the State ~re pow­
erless to prevent it, or apply a cor­
rective for so palpable a misapplica­
tion of public money. These funds 
should be received and disbursed as 
other public monies, and should be 
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subject to the same checks and bal­
ances which our experieuce in govern­
ments demands as necPssary safe­
guardti for public protection. 

The school tax is levied aud collected 
by the State through her officer, and 
it should be dillbursed by the treasurer 
just as other public monies are dis· 
bursed. Otlierwise the tendency is to 
loosene!'s, extravagance, peculation 
and confusion in the adminiistration of 
the funds. All warrants should be 
drawn by the comptroller in fa,·or of 
tne particular teacher or employe, as 
in other cases for services actually rf>n· 
dered, and be payable only at the 
trearnry. It may be that the provis· 
ion of article 7, section 5, of the con­
stitution, which requires the available 
11chool fund to be distributed to the 
several counties according to their 
scholastic population may i;tand in the 
way of the very necessary corrective 
of what has proven a 8erious evil, but 
if it doei; not, a remedy should be de­
vised and applied which will save the 
State from the imputation of bad 
faith to her teachers, and enable her 
officers to prevent so gross a malad· 
ministration of public money. I be­
lieve that this whole question of 
education should be put through a 
most searching inquisition, so that 
the friction of opinion may sharpen 
the instrunwnts through which new 
highways can be opened in the do­
main of progress, and old ones be 
improvAd. 

And if a special session of your hon­
orable bodies was authorized to deal 
with the matter of com1titutional 
amendmeuts, I should feel impelled in 
deference to my matured convictions 
of the policy whi<'h may become a 
necessity in the end, to urge upon you 
the importance of considering a 
material alteration in support of our 
system of public education. The 
rapid increai;e of our schola~tic popu­
lation over our anuual available fund 
rnakeH it almo~t certain that we must 
in any event soon be called upon to 
revh•e the system in order to adapt it 
to these changing couditious. \Ve 
have now uv our Ja,,.t 8cholai<tic cernms 
a :school po1.mlat iou of 489, 795, and our 
availn hie school fund for the current 
year from all wurces is estimated at 
$2.:?H!l,5,"")1. 

Uur schola~tic population is increas· 
ing at a more rapid ratio thau our re· 
source~. tlw difference being at least 
five pl'r eent, although the resourees, 
from ,;ale,; and lease>' under the present 
law are t1teadily increasing the fund. 

And hence the question must soon be 
determined Ly the people what remedy 
is proper to be applied. The sys­
tem of public education is too 
firmly imbedded in the hearts 
of the people to contemplate 
even its temporary impairment, and 
vet the tltate under the pre11ent system 
has assumed a burden which it is 
manifest it cannot carry much longer 
wichout oppression. Apart from this, 
very serious and just complaints come 
up from various couuties that they are 
tax ridden for thP benefit of distant 
counties and that many of the 
countiel'I Jlecure more from the 
school fund than they annually pay 
out in taxes for all other state pur­
pose!'. 

The true friend of public education 
need feel no special cause· for alarm at 
these difficulties and complications, 
for if no other reruedv be found the 
admirable system of government de­
vised for us by our fathers points to 
an easy remedy. 

The State is blessed with a large 
fund for public education, and the 
revenues derived from this source can 
be easily supplemented by a system of 
local taxation to be adopted by the 
tax payers of any particular district., 
and expended under their immediate 
direction and supervision. My own 
view is that the State can not success­
fully maintain a system of public edu­
cation throughout its entire limits by 
a system of State taxation, but will 
finally be compelled to content itself 
with the preservation, collection and 
distribution of the annual income de­
rived from its permanent fund, among 
the several counties arcording to scho· 
lastic population, and leave to the 
counties and smaller subdivisions the 
entire matter of school regulation and 
maintenance by local taxation, under 
a general regulation prescribed by 
law. Such a "Ystern best c•imports 
with that spirit of local self l?Overn­
rnent which is the b11sitl of our Ameri­
can system, and disentangle public 
educatiou from that idea of paternal­
ism which bas been a stumbling block 
with many in its adop1'ion. 

Under such regulations the people 
of each neighborhood would control 
their school affairs without dic­
tation. and each community would 
establish and maintain at their 
own expense such a s\·stem of 
free education as seemed best 
adapt.Pd t0 their local ideas or neces­
sities. with no possibility of complaint 
by their neighbors that the school 
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fund was being unequally distributed 
or dishonestly applied. I have an 
abidin~ faith in the, intelligence and 
patriotism of our pepple, which liS­
sures me that under mch a system a 
generous rivalry would a.rise between 
communities as to which would excel 
in the excellence of their facilities for 
education, whioh spirit once aroused. 
would lead to the rapid perfection of 
our schools and t.he advancement of 
the intellfgenoe and virtue of our peo­
ple. 

But if it shall be in your power to 
ftnd a pathway out oft.he present dim 
culties, you will perform a· work of 
universal gOO<! and. benefit to the en­
tire State. While I have frankly 
and honestly endeavored to illus­
trate my settled and matured con­
victions on all these great ques-

' tions demanding public attention, 
I have no ambition to see them 
adopted unlees they shall commend 
themselves to your better judgment as 
the best thing to be done to promote 
the higbt11>t interests of our people. 

I invite 1our earnest attention to 
the complamt of the· farmers of our 
State to the illiberal and restrictive 
OOrp()ration laws clalmP.d to exist in 
.Ob division 2' .of Article 566, Revised 
Statutes, as amended by act of March 
28d, 1887. UJlder which a full develop 
iDent of this important tndnt>try can­
not; in their judgment, be had. If 
there be any right in this country 
which tbi.> government should respect, 
is should be the right of labor. 

The prosperity of our fanning inter­
est.a beneflttl 8Very other business our­
suit, and they 1hould be accorded 
every liberty of action necena.ry to 
give strength to the hand or toil, and 
&Dy measure which an enlightened 
mtesmanship can devise to elevate. .-ir condition and enhance · their 
~ty should receive the most 
~ptful and favorable considera­
tion. 

· In l'ieW of the speed:y completion 
of om: state capitol buildmg, I have di­
rected .the commissioners to transmit to 
your hoaanble bodies a thorough and 
complete expoeition in detail of the 
contract, epioiileations, plans1 modifi­
cations and changes in origmal con­
tract, together wjth everything else re­
lating to the progreu and condition of 
this public building, and I most earn­
eatl:r urge you. aa the representatives 
of the people, to take such steps as 
may seem to you wise and proper to 
make a thorough inspection of the 
work in all its bearings, to the end 

that the interests of our State may be 
fully protected and secured in the 
premises, and the people assured that 
there bas been an honest and faithful . 
compliance with the contract. 

Io conclusion, I beg to BEsure you of · 
my hearty co·operation in every meas­
ure desigued to advance the publiclin­
terests. 

L. S. Ross, Governor. 

SENATOR BURNEY 

Offered the following resolution: 
Resolved\ that the Sergeant at Arms 

be and is nereby authorized to pur­
chase postage stamps and stationery 
for the use of the Senate. 

Adopted. 

,SBNATOR GLASSCOCK 

Moved that three thousand copies 
of the Govemor's Meseage oe ordered 
-imediately printed-for the use of 
the Senate. 

SENATOR CLAIBOR:SB 

Moved to substitute by making the 
amount printed be, 7000 English, 2000 
German, 1000 Bohemian, 1000 in 
Spanish. · 

.English be furnished at once. 

SENATOR DAVIS 

Moved to substitute by having five 
hundl't'd messages printed in English 
for the use of the Senate. 

SBJ.U.TOR L.ANB 

Moved to table the substitute offered 
bf Senator Davis. 

Lost. 
The substitute was adopted by the. 

following vote· 

Allen 
Armistead 
Baker 
Bell 
Burney 
Camp 
Davis 
Dougla.~s of J 
Douglass df G 
Field 
Frank 

Yeas-21. 

Garrison 
Glasscock 
Gregg 
Jarvis 
Knittle 
McDonald 
Macmanus 
Simkins 
Ten ell 
Woodward' 
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NavF-fi. 
Burges · LanP 
Claiborne Upshaw 
Hou~ton Woods 

Absent Without Leave-1. 

Stimon 

The resolution as substituted was 
adopted. 

The following messsige was received 
from the House of Repn·sentatives: 

House of Representatives, l 
Austin, April 16, 1888. f 

Honorable T. B. Wheeler, PreFident of the 
Senate: 

Sir. I am directed by the House to in­
form tbe Senate that the House bas 
elected the following named officers, 
to fill vacancies occurring by resigna­
tion: 

J. R. Day, of Dallas, Reading Clerk. 
T. D. Wilson, of San Jacinto, J our­

nal Clerk. 
Respectfully, 

"WILL LAMBERT. 
Chief Clerk House Repre~entatives. 

A message was received from the 
House that that body was organized 
and ready for busines~. 

SENATOR GREGG 

Offered the following resolution: 
Rewlved, that the name of Senator 

W. S. Baker, successor to Senator R. 
H. Harrison, be substituted for the 
name of Senator Harrison upon the 
committees of the Senate. 

Adopted. 
On motion of Senator \V oods 
Senator Stinson was excused indefi-

nitely. 
The following communication was 

laid before the Senate and read: 

Treasury Department, l 
Austin, April 16, 1888. f 

Honorable T. B. Wheeler, Presidenl of the 
Senate: 
Sir-I beg to say, as you already 

know that there is an unusually large 
cash balance in tJw state treasury, and 
believing as I do, that every public 
servant ~hould be at all times ready to 
make an exhibit of the trust reposed 
by the people, I am very desirous that 
your committee, at its earliest conven-

ience should examine the books of the 
State' treasury, a11d verify the bal­
ances. 

I have the honor to be yours, 
Verv respectfully. 

F. R. LUBBOCK. 

On motion of Senator Woods 
The Senate adjourned till 9:30 

o'clock to-morrow morning. 

SECOND DAY. 

Senate Chamber, I 
Austin, April 17, 1888. f 

The Senate wet pursuant to adjourn­
ment. 

Lieutenant Governor Wheeler in the 
chair. 

Roll called. 
Quorum present. 
Prayer by the chaplain, Dr. R. K. 

Smoot. 
On motion of 

SENATOR ARMISTEAD, 

The reading of the journal of yester­
day was dispensed with. 

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

BY SENATOR WOODS: 

A bill to be entitled 
An act to require county treas­

urers of the several counties of 
the State of Texal!! to report 
surplus of school fund to Board of 
Education, and to provide how ~chool 
fund shall be distributed, and to pro· 
vide penalties for failure to make such 
report. 

Referred to Committee on Educa­
tion. 

This bill requires County Treasur­
ers to report on the 1st of Seµtewber 
of each year to the Board of E<luca­
tion, under oath, the awount of public 
free school fund in their possession. 

The Board of Education in waking 
pro rata of school fund, shall consider 
the surµlus of ~chool funds uy County 
Treasurers, and before prorating shall 
deduct surplus, as reported, from 
amount due counties having surplus 
on hand. The penalty for failing to 
report, not less than twenty-five dol­
lars, nor more than five hundred dol­
lars. Each thirty days constitutes a 
separate offense. 

On motion of Senator Terrell, 
The Senate took a recess for thirty 

minutes. 


